MARLBOROUGH
Sarah to John
At four o'clock I would see you, but that would hinder you
from seeing the play, which I fear would be a great affliction to
you, and increase the pain in your head, which would be out of
anybody's power to ease until the next new play. Therefore,
pray consider, and without any compliment to me, send me word
if you can come to me without any prejudice to your health.
This unkind sarcasm drew probably the only resentful reply
which John ever penned in all his correspondence with
Sarah. The letter does not exist; but we can judge its
character by his covering note to her waiting-woman, whose
support he had doubtless enlisted.
Colonel John Churchill to Mrs Elizabeth Mowdie
Your mistress's usage to me is so barbarous that sure she must
be the worst woman in the world, or else she would not be thus
ill-natured. I have sent a letter which I desire you will give her.
It is very reasonable for her to take it, because it will be then in
her power never to be troubled with me more, if she pleases.
I do love her with all my soul, but will not trouble her, for if
I cannot have her love, I shall despise her pity. For the sake of
what she has already done, let her read my letter and answer it,
and not use me thus like a footman.
This was the climax of the correspondence. Sarah's
response shows that she realized how deeply he was distressed
and how critical their relations had become. She held out an
offended hand, and he made haste to clasp it. Some days
evidently passed before he wrote again, and this time his
rebellious mood had vanished.
Sarah to John
I have done nothing to deserve such a kind of letter as you
have writ to me, and therefore I don't know what answer to
give; but I find you have a very ill opinion of me, and therefore
I can't help being angry with myself for having had too good
a one of you; for if I had as little love as yourself, I have been
told enough of you to make me hate you, and then I believe
I should have been more happy than I am like to be now.
However, if you can be so well contented never to see me as